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Let the quinteſceuce of ſweetneſſe which is in the Lord Feſus 
Chriſt, be alwayes your delight, _ 
[1s Fe rt 5 FR f-29 IV Fit Sleef [/ CFO . {438 wh S 11 2 cy Ty 


INI IT ING 


Lonaon, Printed according to Owder by Thowas Paine, 1 6 4 6. ] 


ks A 


Lee em 


i —— hd _— 


ave the honour and dignitis beſtowed on me for to ſuffer for his | cauſe 
and giory, and to-beare witneſſe tothe purity of his truth, and to oppoſe 
his grand and capitall enemies, namely, the man of fin, and his chiefe 
ſervants and confederates, the Biſhops, and their Prieſts ,and Deacons, 
who have for many hundred yeares together, buried the truth and the 
true wayes of God in Oblivion, and trodenunderfoot, the holy Citie 
and trueChurch of God, which oh» inhis Revelation long ſince large- - bs 
ly propheſted of, as youmay fully m_ inthat ſacred Booke, Now as | 
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2  Tynocenty and Truth juſtified. | 
my aff itions (which:have been of many ſorts and kinds) hath beene 3 

exceeding great, ſo my God hath exceedingly above meaſure magnified | 
his owne holy name, in manifeſting the greatnefſe of his almighty power 4 
in me,and by me, that of my ſelfe am but a poore weake young worme, 4 


yz. one unto whom he hath revealed in a great meaſure (my tender 4 j 


yerres being conſidered that which he hath hid from the great, mighty Þ 
and wif men of the world, and in the firit place, with that overflowing 
fullncfſe of ſweernefle,which is in himſelfe, hath drawne my ſoule unto 
him, and made me one with himfelfe, and alſo, hath made knowne unto 
me, that there is that excelencie in the injoying of himſelfe alone, that 
will ballance downe all the miſeries, calamities, and diſcreffes, which it |: 
® poſlivle for the malice of man' to heape upon me, the riches of - 
which excelencie, is ſo tranſcendent, that it is worth the forgoing of all 
earthly delighw and pleaſures, yea, Father, Brethren, and kindred, and 
a,mans owne life, and outward welfare. 

And in the ſecond place, he hath been a fountaine of wifedome to my | 
ſoule, and hath given underftanding to my heart, (that am but dull of | 
my ſelfc) r6 manage his cauſe, for which [ ſuffer: wiſely and diſcreetly, | 
that mine enemies have been even amazed and confoundedin themſelves :: 
{ccing the mighty power and wiſedome of God in me, who according to | 


his owne promiſe, hath ſhewed himſelſe tobe a God of «ruth and faith- q 
 fulneffe, in giving me ſuch wifedomeand underſtanding before them, * 


that they have not been able to gainſay me or withſtand me, as in point 
of my examinations before them, long ſince in writing you may read, 
alſo he hath given me ſuch boldnefle and courage, that he hath made me - 


to manifeſt the truth ofthe ſaying of the wiſe man, the righteous are as - 


bold as a Lyon, for the large poffeſſion of that ſulnefſe,that is inmy God, |! 
hath made my ſoule (ay unto it ſelfe, (apprehending the powertull afſi- | 
ſtance of my almighty God) I will not fearethoughten thouſand com- | 
pafſe me round about on every fide, forthe Lord is with me, through 
whoſe ſtrength and might, I (ball triumph upon, and overcome all mine 
Enemies, for God ismy falvation,in him-will I truſt, and not be afraid, 
for the Lord /chovah is my trength, and my ſong, he alſo is become my } 
ſalvation, E/a. 12\. 2, this with the apprehenfion ofthat anfpeakeable : 


{wectnefle and joy,which no foule is able fully to apprebend,norn tongue = 


£0 the uttermoft to ntter or-exprefſe, nox no heart ableto believe. or feele, | 


but only thoſe that have taſted of the ſweetneſſe of it, this (7 ſay) made 
me upon the day of my publique ſufferivg,in the multitude of my tripled 
Gr) 5, with knotted eords (amopnting to above two hundred) to un- 
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Inpocency and Trith juſtified. * | 3 
dergoe thein with joy and rejoyceing, and with a checrfull conntenance- 
as laughing and lightly eſteeming, the barbarous cruell malice of my ene+ 
mies, declaring in my very outward behaviour, that the fulneſſe and 
quinteſcence of ſweet nefſe of the-Lord of glory,was fcltand apprehended 
in my ſoule, which did fo raviſh my ſpirit, thar at the infliting of all my 
punifhment and {ſtripes on me, /feltlictle or no paine, alfo this did fore- 
pleniſh my heart with mirth and gladnefſe, that 7 was on that day as 
merrie and cheerfull, as if Thad been going then to have been made poſ- 


ſeffor of all the treaſures, pleaſure, contents and delights, that this pre- 


ſent world can afford, and all thetime of my outward miſerie and pu- 
niſhment, [ did not ſo muck as ſh:zw one ſad or heavie countenance, nor 
declare the leaſt figne of a diſcontented heart , but by the firength "of my 


{ God, which is the Lord of Hoſts, 7did glory in them, and triumph over 


! themall, and made his, and my cnemics,the Prelates and Priefts, (many 


of which did behold me)to gnaw their tongues far paine, and to gnaſk 
their teeth for verie madnefle, and fo filled them with heart burning fury, 
that they could not endure to behold the power of God, which flrined ia 
me nor to heare the truth of God, which he cauſed to proceed from me, 
which made them by the affiſtance of others, to cauſemy mouth_ inku- 
mainely to.be gagged, above an houreand a halfe, this with all the reſt 


{4 fince, hath beene the Lords owne doing, who was then, and ſtill is, the 
3 worker ofall my workes, in me, and forme, Eſa. 26. 12, Alſo in my iro- 


ned and fettered condition, lying on both my hands and legs, in whick I 
have laid night and day, for a long time together, being forced, tolye in 


1 my bootes, and when I have been tyred out with them, in the ſcorching 


heat of ſiimmer, tolye with them upon my bare legs, and ſometimes for 
cold now in winterzto lye in three paire ef ſtockings, and in this conditi- 
on, whiles ſtrength of body lafted, my ſoule was exceeding filled, with 
Joy and rejoyceing, and my time was ſpent with finging praiſes to my 
God, and lauding and magnifying of his holy name,and in fludying;how 
to reſt upon him, and to live inall conditions upon that heavenly, ſweec 
and ſpirituall food, that he fills the ſoules, and hearts of his darlings 
and deare one$;with labouring for contentednefle in all eſtates and condi- 


tions; but of all my affli&ions that have layn upon me, a young Sovuldier | 


of Jeſus Chrift, the greateſt hath been fince the beginning of my fickneſle, 
firſt in regard of my cxtremitie of bodily paine, and weakeneiſe, which 
often hath brought me even to deaths doore, deſparing in my fſelfe, of 
all hopes of life, making my ſoule fit for that pJace, where ſhall ever be 


B 2 for 


! » 


with my God, but this was the leaſt of my zfflition in this wy weaknelle, 


g& _ }J nnocency and Truth juſtified. 


ſake, is poſkfled | 


for my ſoule in all my extremitie was in the preſent poſſeſſion of the afſiz: J} poſſei 
red hopes of living for everin a better life, even the life of glory, with my 4 ning! 
God of glory. in the Kingdome of giory, that never ſhall have end, tke- } gion 
prefent poſl:fſ1.5n of the joy of which, and the aſſured furnre hope of the 2} bitter 
tull fiuition of them, Gid ſo above meaſure take up my ſuule, that it * and 1 
made me to long,and earneftly todefice to be fdiffolved, that fo { might 1 in wt 
face tofzice be withmy fweet Lord and maſter Chriſt, which as Pay! 7 cenc) 
 Gith, is beſt ofall, but my God as yet ſee not this fir for me, and there. { ons, 
fore hath given me ſome hopes of the lengthning of my dayes, thar fo 1 peaci 
may be a {ui ther inſtrument of hispraiſe and glory, as hope ] ſhall,not 5 vhou 
{iving unto my ſelfe, butunto him, that;hath redeemed, and done ſo ma= } who 
ny great things for me, but what further he hath for me to doe, and ſuf- { ſake 
fer, I as yetknow not, being now and alwayes ina prepared readineſſs i been 
through his ſtrength and affiftance, to ſpend and be ſpent for his truth i 8Er 
and glory,the ſeverall qualities of my affliction in this my condition | my 
would be too many now to reckon up,only the quantitie of them hath 1 the 
beene very great and ſoule peircing, and thoſe multitudes of- ſpirituall } Þ#fc 
comfortable conſolations that my God in them hath given me; wouldbe + and 
r00 tedious now to fet downe, only as his left hand hath been over meto | 9! 
caſt me downe, his right hand hath been powerfully and faithfully un- ; whi 
der metouphold me and lift meup, yetthe greateſt of all the ret hath { tho 
proceeded,not ſo much from the blood thirſty cruelty of my implacable j 23, 
© enemies, (which never hath,nor I hope never ſhall diſmay me) but from ? 8&r© 
my falſe ſuppoſed boſom friends,who hath wounded my ſoule,and pier- ; refi 
ced through my ſpirit againe and againe, by their audacious lyes, j affti 
and falſe reports againft my perſon, caufl:{ly and innocently through 4 wil 
malicious lying, bytaking - away my good name, and fo cunningly * all 
labouring to dilgrace, eclipſe and oyerthrow my witneſfe bearing to tha 
the pure truth of God, and alſo laying his honour and glory (which he { 
hath got by it) in the duſt, one party eſpecially having made me as odi- } m9) 
OUS as ever poore Tob was when heſate on the Dung-hill with all his } M: 
botches, not ſo much to the baſe rabble of the world,(whoſe judging and 3 Aj 
ceniuring of me, / no more regard then 7doe the durt in the channeſlJbut ; Akt 
alſo to ſome of tay friends which before have loved me, and alſo to mu}- 4 1 
titudes of others, that have* never that 1know ſeene my face, many of | To 
which profeſſe outwardly (but am afraid feemingly) the feare of the | © 
Lord, whoſe earet have beene Open to heare, and hearts ready to beleeve, Y 
& tongues. ſwift to report,that parties malicious wicked lyes, beforeever hi 
thcyheard my datence inthelealt, in regard their hearts for my cauſes | -: 
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Innocency and Truth juſtified. 5 


ith prejudice and hatred againſt my per fon, the party run- 
_—_— the 6h, end of the Citie tothe other, like one in wn a Le- 
gion of Devils is, in ſwearing andforſwearing, proteſting wit Dy 
bitter curſe and oath the things are true, but my Apologts Rap Ju 
and innocent defence to ſome of my loving Friends T have lately mace, 
in which yeu may read T have fufficiently cleared my unſpotted inno- 


indic all lying calumnlati- 
! cency inthat kind, and vindicated my perſon from ali lying 


ons, andthis 7didnor fo much for my ſelfe only, (tecing [ _ = 
peace of a good conſcience within me, which to wp is __ * en "m 
thouſand witneſſes, and it is my God that —_ me, anc | I care 4 
who he be that condemns me) but forthe glory of God, and ther: ti 


{ fakeeſpecially, have / done it, which otherwiſe mjght have ſuffered and 


i by the haters a nd deſpiſers of it, [have beene the lar- 
on ls { Ronny this one thing, becauſe of all the rek of 
- «MiQions, it hath laid me the loweſt, and emptied mee 
= moſt of my felfe, and made me to ſze more clearely then 
before, that the wayes to heaven and happineſle are ſtrewed with _—_ 
and brambles,which is as ſpirituall phiſicke to purge the ſoules of Go 's 
owne choſen ones from the droflie putrifaQions _and POFTEpDOne 
which is in their ſpirits, which made that righteous 700 £0 ay ; Wohen 
thou haſttryed me, 7 ſhall come out of the hire like refined gold, Chap, 
23, 10, and thisis Gods refining Pot and chuling place to manifeſt the 
orcatneſſe of his riches and kindnefſeto his people, for ſaith he, [ have 
refined thee, but not with filver, for I have choſen thee inthe ſuinace of 
affliftion, Eſa, 48,10, andin this affliction God hath made rze more 
willing then before, to goe through bad reports as well as good, owe 
all ſorts of diſgraces, contemprs, revilings, reproachesand ]yes, ag 
that no confidence is to be put. 1na brother, ſeeing they are ſubject bo _ 
ceive and walke with {landers, Jer. 9.4. 5.this being the lot, not only © 


my fellow brethren, that are gone before me, butalſoof my Lotd: and - 


aſter, (as I have largely declared and particulared in my foreſaid late 
Tynan who os Aetpiſed of his owne brethren according to the 


- fl; ſh, yet though this was moſt bitter unto me_- at the fiſt, making my 


d ; bei ughe into 
ceedingly to bleed before my God ; being almoftbroup] 
pres lone condition in regard of the greatnefſe of my forrows, 
ready to curſe the day of my birth, that one party alone (as I have told 
my Keeper) made me to bea man almoſt more fit for B:dlam,then for 


his cuſtody and keeping, driving me into that condition, that for the pre- 


| ſenttime ] did not know well what-I did, yet my powerfull and gracious 


God, mightily and excetdingly upheld and ſupported me, and en:bled 
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6 Inncency and Truth juſtified « J 
meto k:epe my hold, anJnot let my confidence goe, yet Ifay, though 75 
this was bitter at the' fiſt, yer now it hath produced unto my ſoule the 
exceeding peaceab'e fruit of Righteouſnefſe, and hath made me more 
fully by many degrees then before, to ſee the vanitie of riches, thein- 5 
ſufficiency ot earthly treaſures, the emprinefle of kmdred, friends, and } 
acqtiintance and ſuppoſed Chriftian brethren, and that all earthly 
2rd rerreſtiall things, yea the choiſeſt of them, are but flie-blown empty 3 
moth-eaten contents, which vanifhzth away, and are gone in a moment, } 
even in the twinkling ofaneye, in which no ſolid nor ſou'e ſatisfying }# 
content, or ſatisfaCtion 1s to be found, had poſſcfſed, or injoyed, and'yer 
_ curſed is he that puts any confidence inthe arme offleſh, or in the ſonnes 3 
of men, withall, it hath-gained me the greateſt experience, ofthe Lords | 


to paſſe by my ſoule, making me to take a deep, and ſerious view of the | 
abſtraCt of ſweetneſſe that is in himſelfe, ſo that T can truly fay asthe * 


chamber, and made his mouth to be moſt ſweet, yea altogether lovely 7 
unto my ſoule having carried meinto his Wine Cellar, and made me # 
drinke deene of the great varietie of foule conſolations, that are in him- : 
ſelfe, ſothat thegloriousand tranſcendant deſcription, of the Lord 


and beauty, then I have feeneit) in Canticles 5, 10, 11. 12. fhefaith her, 3 
beloved is white and ruuddie , the chiefeft among ten thouſand, his | 
head is as the moſt fine gold, hislockes are buſhie , and blacke as a Raven, 
hiseyes are as theeyes of Doves, by therivers of water, waſhed with | 
milke, and fitly ſet, his cheekes are asa bed of ſpices, as ſweet flowers, his |} 
lipps like Lillies, dropping ſweet ſmelling myrrhe, his hands are as gold 
rings, ſet with the berill, his bellie is as bright Ivory, overlaid with | 
Saphices, his legsare as pillars of marble, ſex upon ſockets of fine gold, | 
, his countenance is as Zebanon, excellent as the Cedars; his mouth is moſt 


Y 
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{weet, yea he is altogether lovely, this is my beloved,and this is my | 


_ cy, andglory, then my foulein this ſore afflicted condition hath ſeen it, * 
and apprehended it, in which great combat, he bath given me the full aſ- j 
ſarance that am ſet as aſeale upon his heart, being asdeare unto him | 
as the apple of his eye, and as precious unto him, as one of his .choiſſt | 
wels, and delightſome ones, in which he hath made my ſoule to finde | 


in| 


love, mercie, and kindnefle, then all the reſt of my affli&ions hath done, J1; 
in which the Lord hath cauſed all his goodnefſe, and loving kindneffe ! 


Spouſe in the Canticles, that my King hath brought me into his bed- ],,; 


Chriſt, which the Church gives of him, (doth not more ſer of his luſtre * ab 


friend, O daughters of eraſalew, This glorious deſcription of bimI fay, ] 
doth not mare fet forth his luſtre and beauty, and unparaleld excellen- | 


inhm 
the ab! 


3 '« oules 


great reward. ; 
And that Jeſus Chriſt alone, is all in all, even thefountzine that never 


{runneth dry, but alwayes ſprings; the ſtreames of which hath made my 
{ſoule in this the greateſt of my aflliftions, diſtreſſcs, and forrowes, to 
F over flaw with comfort, rejoycing, and conſolation, - and hath made me 
{ know, that heis the treaſure of uncſtimable price, which is ſo full of un- 
I ſpeakeable, aud unexhauſtable riches, that the ſoule of a beleever may 
1ive and ſpend largely upon,all his dayes, like a King, and a Prince, aud 
{ yet never be able to drawitdry, buttiad, and ſte more worth in it ar 
Ithe laft, then be did at the firſt, and alſo that heis the foule clothing, and 
I covering garment, the which the more a belecyer weares, the warmer it 
I will keepe him, and the more it will refreſh him, and that ne isa ſhelter 
1 and refuge to all his diſtreſſed ones, fo ſtrong, thatis able1n the greateſt of * 
4 their diftrefles & calamities,to keep of al ſtorms 8 tempelts that may ariſe, 

{ & though the winds blow.and the ſeas roare,and heaven andearth goeto- 


ther, and men and Devills cooſpire againſt them, yet under his almigh- 


}ty fatherly proteQtion, inthe poſſcſling of the ſweet peace of a good con- 
] ſcience, committing their ſelves and their ſoules to him in well doeing, 
1 they are ſafe and ſurefrom all danger, harme and wrong, and in this 
» { my condition, my ſoule hath even beene raviſhed and ſwallowed up with 
{ the beholding che naked delight that 1s in Chrilt alone, which hath ex- 
1 ceedingly cheered my heart in the midit ofall my wrongs and diſgraces, 
] and with that tranſcendent beautie & excellencie that ſhines in his perſon, 
I which doth farre :nd by many degrees goe beyond all thoſe benefits and 
1 priviledges that my ſoule enjoyes, and ſhall hereafter pcſleſſe, by vertue 
] of my anion and communion with him. DeareandIoving friend, your 
ſweet letter I have received, and in much weakenefle, after much difficul- 
Jrie,read it, my eyes ut that time being fo weake, that the reading of your 
{ letter, was more then I did, for many dayes before, the Lord having ſo 
1pleaſed in my ſore ficknefſ@emany times, to take from me;the ftrength of 
| my eye fight, by which I have beene deprived, for many weekes together, 
J being unable, ſo much as to read a Chapter, in the booke of God, - that 
I alone being that wherein I ſpend my time, and fludy,when God gives me 
' ficength anda bilitie to read over any Part of thoſe ſweet and as 16 

: le - 


a 


| 


| Ianocency and Truth juſtified. 7 
1 inhim ſelfe alone, the marrow of fatneſſe, the quinteſeence of ſweetneſle, 
I the abſtract of conſolation, the abridgement ot comfort, the Epitomie of 
? ſoules delight, the ſumme of content, the greatneſſe of joy, thelighr of 
7 rejoycing, the treaſure of unvaluable price ; the abundance of ſrisfaQi- 
1 on, the fulneſſe of peace, the lovelinefſe of beauty, and my exceeding 
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8 Innecency and Truth ſuſtified.” 
ble portions and promiſes that are therein recorded, and indecd in it 


erethe orac'es of God contained, the underſtanding of which booke 
alone, is ſuffi:ienly able co make a man wiſe nnto ſalvation, and-to build 


him upin every good work;all humane writings being no better in come | 


pariſon to it then channel durt: And when I read your letter,] cannot but 
declareunto you the refreſhing that my ſoule foundin it; itbeing a 
- great caule of theincreaſe of that preſent inward joy that Thave, and it 
hath beene oneof the zcceptable& and welcomeſt tokens to me, that 


hath come at me in this my cloſe reſtraint from the hands of any man | 
or woman, in regard corafive8 and tart expreſſions from kindred, friends | 


and acquaintance have beenethe conſtant mefſengers that have ſounded 
a loud alarme in my cares, ſcarce any-one manor woman, labquring 
truly to drop or diſtill the oyle of conſolatien into my foule,which you 
(like a true Sarvaricane ) have done unto me,your letter being become a 
| great ſtrengthningand comfortto my ſpirit, which hath made me in my 
ſupplications earneſtly to poure out'my ſoule unto my God, imploring 
his ſpeciall affiſtance, and that he would bepleaſed to beſtow ſome freſh 
ſtrength upon me,that I might beable a little,to exprefſe my heartythank- 
fulneſſe unto. you , and alſo communicate unto you ſome of thoſe choice 
conſolations that my ſoule finds in my God, inthis my weake and low 
condition, which-is accompanied with extremitie of bodily paine, prin- 
cipally in my head; by reaſon of my long exceeding clofenes, and as he 
hath ſliled himſelfe, ſo-I have found him to be againe at this time, a'God 
hearing prayer, in granting my earneſt defireand requ:ſt, and beyond 
and above my expeQation, he hath beftowed renewed ſirevgth upon mee, 
that I might be able now to write unto you, though at the preſent time, 
when it cameunto me, if I might have had my prefent liberty for doing 
thisthat now by his ſtrength and zfſfiftance I have done, I had not beene 
able to doeit; Inyour letter you havenot only given cauſe” of re- 
joyceing to my ſoule, but alſo put a freſh ſong of praiſe in my mouth un- 
to my God that honours and.glorifies himſelfe by the ſufterance of me his 
pooreand young ſervant: you ſay when you were firſt with me in this 
my cloſe impriſonment, which was before I was laid in Iron fetters, your 
ſcule was mightily beyond meaſure refreſhedto ſee my boldnefſe, comfors- 
cablenefſe, and cheerſuinefſe in the Lord, that it became as marrow to 
your bones, your ſpirit being filled ſo full of joy, that you were not able 
To containeit, to behold the great goodnefſe of God in-giveing 
me ſuch meekenefle, patience, and ſmiling merrineſſe, in my tender 
veares, to undergoe fo rejoycingly, ſuch a great cruell afflition, and 


alſo 


— 
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alſo you ſay yeadid behold in me; as ina glafſe moſt cleer, the mightie 1 
power of God in giving me ſuch courage, wiſdome and undauntedneffe, l 
ulld to Carry my ſ(elfe as you did behold me in this my ſuffering condition, 4 
Om- | I muſttruly confeſſe, itis the Lords owne doing (who hath perfe&ed 
but his irength in my weakneffe ) but it is marvelous in my eyesto behold 
Ig a and take notice of all thoſe workes of wonder that he hath manitfelted 
dit | anddeclared in me and for me,fince my publique ſuffering began,and to _ 
that hina only and above [defire to give the praiſe of all, you defice me to R 
nan f writeunto you, and you tell me, that I cannot ſpend my time better «..? 
nds | chentofill your eares with the relation ofthe Lords workes of wonder 
ded | which he hath done for me, ſome of which you reckon up, as that the 
ing | Lord ſhould fo draw of the affeQtions of me a yourg man, in 
you f love unto himſelfe, intirely to diſrobe my ſelfe freelie * and wil- 
e 2 f lingly ofall carthly delights, pleaſures and contents, which the 
my | Lord longfince hath made metodoe, Iblefſe his name forit, Ah 
Ing my dear and loving friend andfcllow heire (I hope }) of the ſame 
reſh kingdome with me, is:your ſoule fo affeted with my fore afflied 
nk- {| condition, that you are ſo defirons to have ſome of thoſe un- 
oice | fpeakable goodneſſes;and ſweetnefſes communicated unto you, that my 
low || ſpirit hath notonly taſted of but drunk deep of in thebitterelt of all my 
rin- ſorrowes, if ftrengthof body and a fitting opportunitie would ſerve me, 
8 he | Icouldfill your eares with the crue relation of reall works of wonder in- 
Jod f deed,and if I ſhould largely and fully launch out into thoſe unfadoma- 
ond | bledepths of loving kindnes,mercie and truth that my foule hath found 4 
nee, | inGod alone,I could ſet you a reading,not only whole dayes together, "3; 
me, { buteven ſome weekes in the perufing of that matter that my ſoule is fila | 
ing || led fullof,and able to exprefſe,if ftrength of eyes would ſuffer me to doe 
eene. | it,being ſo full;that for all my weaknes, 1 am ſcarce able to containe my 
| re- | ſelfe infilence,but I mult be forced to abbreviate my ſelfe,and leave you 
un- | tothe admiring of that goodneſſe,ſweetnes,and almightie power,the ex- - 
ehis | preſſions of which in part, you may not only read in this myepiſtleto your 
this {c]fe, but alfo in my epiltle to others of my friends;and my an(wers to my 
7our | oppoſers,but eſpecially in a large epiftle to a Citizens wite, and a profeſ- 
for= | for inthe Church of England,which long fince, before the depths ofmy 
y to | forrowes,and the times of my ſo publique difgracefull and contemptt- 
able F ble condition,was my loving friend, though now for my judgment fake 
eing (which is the truth) ſhee with divers others, become as ſtrangers and 
nder forraigners.to me, which | compiled without either pen or inke int he 
beginning of my cruell fettered- and ſhackled condition. | 

At the time when you were with me, it was but the beginning _ w 
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feaft of fat things, and of late when my affil&ions bath more abouun? 
{cd, it hath binche time of my Coule banquerting and junketting condi. 
tion, 11 which the Lord hath brought forth all his fweete and pleaſant 
meat?, and made my fouletoeate of them, even to the fulnes offatiſtac- 
tion,which hath made the fireames of my ſpirituall comforts fo abun- 
dantly to come flowing into my ſoule,that I haye not had room enough 
to receive and emeitaine them, and the conduit pipes of my conſfolations 
have noronly dropped, buteven runn with theſweetnes of huny, and 
ſagarzſo that] have drunkabove meaſure of that unparaleld fpiced cupp 


thatis in my God,ſo that now if you were with me, and had time and 


oppertunity to ditcourſe with me, you ſhould fee, that ] could make you 
a large noſc-gay,of the quintefcence ct {weetnes of thoſe foule delight- 
ſounc fl wets, that growes in Gods garden, and I cculd open unto you 
a Cabinet of tranſcendant, choice and precious jewels, the luſtre of which 
fhyuld even raviſh yeur ſqule, and more fully ll your ſpirit, with over- 
fl;wing comfort then betore,when. you firſt ſee me,for the latter kind- 
n:3of G::d unto me, hath far, and by many degrees exceeded the for- 
mer, be having kent the beſt and (weeteſt wine of ſoule comforting, and 
hearty reioycing conſolations, even untill now, ſo that now it T hadyou 
face tofacezl could tell you of. miracles and:wonders indeed, as great as 
Tiracls deliverance out of Egypt,.their preſervation in the red-Sea, and 


in the baxen and deſartwildernefſe, andas thethree Children being in | 


the hotſcorching fierie furnace,not burned, and as Datel; being in the 
Lyons denn,not devoured, and as Pa#!s being upon earth, and yet in ſpi- 
rit rapt up into the third Heavens, having his heart filled with that tran- 
ſcendant glory;and excellency,. that the tongue of man is not able 
throughly- to exprefſe, or the heart of manablefully to: conceive, for all 
that can be faid of theſe is but this, thatin them was manifcſted the migh- 
ty and miraculous power of the Lord 7ehovab , the God of heavenand 
carth, and the greatnes of his love and kindnes to his people. and both'of 
theſe be hath done in my foule, and for my ſoule,ſince the beginning of 
my efflictions and tribulations for the truths ſaxe, as [ could largely az 
natomize, and particularly unto you, it podylie ſtrength would ſerve, 


and 1] can outef grounded experience fay, that there is no condition. 


under heaven, like theenioying of Godin a priſon, within thick fione 


_ walls, and ſtrong Iron gates, no conſolations fo great, asthoſe that zre 


feltin lying in icons for his fake;no comforts ſo ſweet, as thoſe that he be- 
{toweth on his in the greateſt of all their worldly difgraces, for ſuffering 


t9r bis rrutb,no riches fo preciousas is, got inthe Jooſing of kindred, 


fiernds and 
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_ their fl{ſh for very madnefſe, at iny exceeding ſpiritual proſperity, and 


_ Manaer totorment me, zhd chat4 
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and all outward delights for his glory,no delights fo plezſant,as i; to be. 
found in naked Chrilt,in the middeit of all worldly miferies and ſorrows 
f rconſcience ſakegno reioycing here belowmore tranſcendant;then is tu 
be had inthe innocent looting of a good nzme,and being reproache:3,ve- 
viled, and odioully belyz4, (even by thoſe chat have been ſup rofed bo- 
ſome friends} innocently and caufk:fly,but only for hisceofe and cruths 
fake, no mercies more welcom , and highlier Prized, ctheu thoſe rat the 
foule of a beleever receives, in depending upon God in the height of 
fratcs and wants, yet beleeving the truth and faichfulnes of his promiſe, 
and hoping above hope, and beyond hope, forthe {ipplyiig of necef- 
farics, andforthe-enioying and poſt. fſing ofthat which « ſuffcrer.in his 
cauſe truly wan's and ftands in need of.Ofithe unſpeakable riches, tulnes 
of pleaſures, and atiſraQtion of content that wy ſoule is In ! 4nd Thave 
got in this my ſuffering ſtate, in which T ſee an excellency in my Chrilt 
alone, which weighs downe all my wilerics,and tranſcends ip worth all 
theſe mercies that doenioy by tim,he beivg che, purchaſer, donor, ard 
giverof them'all,and therfore mutt pe-ds be of more worth him{elf, then 
all his glorious benefics 'which he hack heftowed 02:me, and I'am ſure 
hcraſter to enioy: and indeed, did butiny inveterate and cruell enemies 
truly know and underſtand how deliciouf}; my toule fares every day, 
and how: richly;-and 'plentooſly my; fable is fyrniſhed every moment 
with tf plevFiat brearſvf Gud, and, ſoule nouriſhing food that, coms 
downe from Heaven, and how laughing)y 7 deride their Gtanicall cruct- 
ty,and lightly eſteeme their,wrath and indignation, they we:uli cven tear 
thruſt me out with as muck'hatred as ever they brought. me iny,for yery 
envie, at the greatnes of my (otifes hajpines, to :think wich -thamſelyca, 
that they*ſhoald ſend me to 'prifon;a place of .milgry and wor (as they 
ſuppoſed} that it ſhauld become unto. me;contrary totheirtxpcct ations 
place of joy and exceeding teioycingz yet a heaven upng earth, ard that 
they ſhould lay mg in fetters and ſhackslz of fron, ing cruel barbarvus 
T% ould mate mucho; them, aid Wear 


- 
L] 


chaines ot gold, and pearles, andto efteeme the iying inthem, a Frextecy 
honowrand dignity, then if they had. beſtowed ai eacchly diadem and 
ctowneupoti meyand indeed if they had ſet all chair jvige and cunning 
earthly polity-at worke, to have digntg:0 and honoued nic abure mea- 
ſure,they could not have gone nor hava choſen a more djreQ way to 
hav done it, then in this aMiting me,*sthey bave done innocently, for 
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Chriſt, lcannotbut render my humbleſt thankes unto you, both for the 
Care you have of my ſoule and body, and expreſſions of your love to» 
wards them, but eſpecia'ly for your ſweet letter,of which'l more eſteeme 
then if you had fent me much choice filver, and a great deale of fine 
gold, You ſay you. have received alceady a recompence of reward, for 
your labour and love manifeſted to the Lords afflicted ones; ty deficeis, 
that it may be increafed againe and againe, and redound exceedingly 


_ fo your beſtaccompt, in the great day of your great accompt, as I ho 
It will: for it the Lord hath areward (as he himfelfe faith he hath) for 


thoſe that beſtow but a cup ofcold water upon any of his in the name 
of a Diſciple , what then ſhall be ycurreward; that doth much more in 
temporall things, but farr exceed in ſpiritual}, the expreſſions of which 
you have maniteſted to my ſelfe, which I have largely ſeen in that epiſtle 
you ſent to me,wherein you have declared the intirenes of your love, and 
the earnings of ipirit which'you have towards me.in your earneſt and 


. fervent prayers for me (a weake and young ſufferer) to that God that 


heares and graciouſly granteth the ſupplications of his ſervants, ceaſe 


not | pray you) to knockand cry ill for rhe, for 7 have fared the better, 


and exceedingly felt the firength of the prayers of you and others of 
the Lords people , which whole dayes together, you ſay you pou- 
red out for me, having your cheeks bedewed with the -teares of Joy in re- 
membrance of me. O.my entirely beloved Chriftian friend: and ſiſter, 
for I'perceive the Image of Jeſus Chriſt himſelf is pourtrayed upon your 


| oule, therefore I cannot but greet you with this loving compcllation - 


of fitter, though wee benot joyned in the outward profeſſion of. the 
Goſpel of Chriſt, for any thing T know of, in the true'vifible\ waies of 
Chriſt, yet my heart is mightily enlarged towards you, and 1 defire as 


- much as youc ſelf, (wiſhing with all my ſoule,if my God did-ſee it good) 
- thatI might have the happines to have ane houres diſcourſe with you 


Face to face, whoſe company and Preſence would be more acceptable 
and welp-leafing to me,then ſhce that fliould come in a Velvet gowne, and 
beftow upon me a thouſand pounds, if her ſoule were not imbelliſked 


with thoſe precious Jewels and pearles, that yours:( inmy eyes, and 
| judgment) fhines, and glifters with, and' as for my outward condition, 


which you defire to know how it is with me, in few words I defire to 
ſpeake unto you of ic, having ſufficient for this day, 'I dare not'take 


- thought for to morrow, but caſt all my care upon himi who careth for 


me, and who (according to his promiſe ) hath ( beyond. my expeCtati- 


on} 


mind, and made youſoto plodu 
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on + provided dayly bread for me, ſo that 7 have neveryet wanted, 
though I have' loſt that litile eſtate which ] had cb mine owne, and 
thonghthe moſt of my old acquaintance and friends, have long ſince 
left me,yet he bath raiſed up new cnes, who with the bowels of compaſ- 


fion hath refreſhed me in my great milſerie, the face of ſome of which, | 


never to this houredid behold or ſee, and my expreſſions in this kind, 
(though I have often been asked about this thing yet they ) have alwaies 


_ been very ſparing, and few, and I intend they ſhall be fo, in regard] am 
afraid to give the leaft occaſion ro any, to 'mifinterprer the ſatiſfed 
contentednes of my heart, in the loweſt condicion whatſoever,and when 

my portion hath been the meanett and leaſt, yet then it hath been to me a 

_ fariſtying fulnefle, for Godlines with contentednes (which [ have) is 


reat gaine unto my foule, which makes me with a weaned affeRion, to 
great g 


looke upon all the creaturs, yea the choiſeſt of then, and not diſtruſifully -- 
to care for the things of this lite, for I confidently beleeve the Lord. will 


worke mighry wonders, and change ſtones into bread,and cauſe water to 
flow out of the flinty rocks, as he did in the daies of old , before that I 


his ſuffering ſervant ſhould want, and [ have learned in all eftates, and 


conditions , therewith to be content , both to abound and fuffer want 
and if need {hould ſo require, to go thorow hunger and thirſt, cold and 
nakadneſfſe , for '] know my God will fitt my heart and ſpirit for any 
conditjon that he ſhall call me to, yea alſo and make me rejoycein it. 
Yau declareunto me, that your beholding in me an almighty power 
for my firong ſupport ( which yay tooks noticeof ) quickned up your 
pon faith and beleeving, and to ſee an 
excellencie init, that none istobe compared to it of all the expreſſions 
in your letter, which are verie ſweet, yet this,,excelleth there}, in being 
moſt ſweet, and moſi happie are you, that the Lord bath beſtowed 1 NOn 
you, this precious Jewell of faith, which 7 judge you area reall poffeſ- 


ſor of, and bath given you ſuch a ſtrong defire,not only after the bare en». 
joying of it, but alſo afterthelarge poſſeſſing. gh it., whica vey few at= 


tain untog which makes them ſo liule to-glorife Ggg as they do , and to 
live ſo uncomfortably, and full of baſe carnall fear in this their ipi:ituall 
warfare, as they give to underſtand in thecarriages of their lives, by wal- 
king ſo groydingly upon the earth, as thotigh they ſ-ughtior a happi- 
nes-out of the baſe and empty huskes thereof , thereby manifeſting and 


declaring» that they do not ſeenor behold a fatisfaCtory ſufficient fulnes 


to-be had and enjoyed in the alone poſſeſſing, of the Creator , but they 
mult eake it out / ja letting cheic aff<Ctions ſo largely run after vhe baſe 
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Contents and empty fatisfaftiong ot the creature, though the ſtrength of 
faith (the rei! pofſeſiion ot which, wee give declaration of unto others, 


py 


when we walk uprightly and anblameably in all bis waijes, witnout any 
{If rejpe&s, ) is more tranſcendant then thouſands of degrees theri the 
poſifiing of the a5011n3dance of all theſe ontrard things, and theugh your 
ſelf hath a large portion in them, being one as you ſay that may enjoy all 
eutward things thac heart can deſire, yet this rare jewell exceeds all, yea 
the love of ycurnearcſt and deareſt kindred and friends, and the delight. 


-ſomett of all thoſe earthly things that you poſſciſe or can take delight in, 


and in this one thing alone, God hath done more for you , then he hath 
done for thouſands betides of your rank and quality, in making you one 
with himſelf Cas /hopeyouare) and ingiving youa longing and ear- 


neſt defice (as you declare he hath) not onely afterthe truth of falch; but 
alſo after the increcfe and growth in faith , for be d*th nat chuſe many 


rich, not many wile, according to the world, bur the fooles, ideots, baſe 


and contempriblepoor men and women in the eſtecme of the world, are 


thoſe which he hath choſen, and which receive the Goſpel,and entertain 


the glad tidings of lite and falvation (in the entertaining of which there - 


13 required on our part, Faith firſt, and chen willing and free Obedience ) 
and hoJd torth the purity of che profeſſion of the truth of Chrilt , in the 
fice of the very enemies, as no place in the worlddoth more largely de- 
ciare, then in this City , in which God is fo'exceedingly magnified 2nd 
glorified, by his ſimple, contemptible, and poor ſervants, who will not 
Fow hearr nor knees tothe Dragon, Beaſt, nor falſe Prophet, but rake de- 


light and pleafurein following the Lamb whitherſoever he gocth,eſterm- 
- Fpittheir greateſt honour to luffer tribulation for his ſake, and 40 looſe 


their [tres (nor Joving thetm'antotbedeath)for his glory,as thoſe famous 
worthics'and martyrs in Queen Flizabeths time, who for the.point of to- 
Talf feparation from the Antichriſtian Charch Miniftcy and Worſhip of 
Enzland, loft their lives at Tyburne, andel(e-where , with many others 
Hae them, who for the fatne cauſe have fuffred barbarous tyranniefrom 
the cruc!i and blyoSthirfty Biſhops, who then exerciſed wiore tranſcen- 
dant and preatec craelty'towards them? $''then ever blbody' Bowrey and 
Gerducy (the grand perfectrovs)did exerciſe uponthepoor Saints and 
Martyrs in Qiizen (Ara; time. as you may read in a Jarge netition pens 
ned by that worchy'fervam and 'Martyr'of Jejur Chriſt, Mr. Robert Bare 


F 


roW, recorded ina buok called the firſt part of his plat-formeandindeed 


.. this grace cf taich is {© Precious, that the ſtudy how to get a great 'degreo 
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conditions to {pend upon largely and plentifully , even in the middeſt of 


all dittrefſes and mz{- ries, as 1 my felte (out. ot experience.) to the glory 


of my god and loving God can tpeake, for the poſſfling ot this, hath 


made me never fo be {o rich, as when I have been the pooreſt, never to be * 


ſo honoured. as when ] have been che moſt diſgraced and reviled, never to 


be ſocomfortable, as when [have been the moſt caſt down, never to beſo. 


ſtrong, as when Þ have been the weakeltt in my telf, never to be more mer- 
ry, then when 1 have had my greatelt calamiries, never to be more full of 
Joy, then when / have been in my greateſt affliions,never more iuc-iſhed 
with tranſcenaart rejoycing-, then when my tribulations have molt: a- 


bounded: For this rare companion which keeps compaiy with none but + 


onely with Gods &:1iings, lah taken me by the hand.and led me to that 
living fouvtain of water, chat will be alway a well of lite. fpricgirg ur. in 
my foul unto etci1iall Jite, Alfo it hath led me to that ſoi: jrn vil darigrret, 
where | haveestc and drunke plentitfly of that ſuute ſaffi int ſatie tying 
food,fothat ! {fall ever hunger nor thirfi more: x Job» 4 10.54 31 6, 
35:51.54.in a word,it is that iwift polt which tm the tyinckling vf an cye 
can carry a meſtage up to heaven , ard there faſten it upon the Lord of 


_ glory, and never co left him goe tiH he hath returned an anfiver of DEACE 


unto it, and grant it the longed for, add: fired meicy, [cis that armour 
of proof by which a beleever is at:le to conquer the world hand tohand, 
to foil the devil faceto tace, to overcome ten thouſai:d enemies, and it is a 
ſhield and.buckler, a ſu: e rock of defence, {o ftrongthatnodarts can tho= 
rowly piercett, no ſhor tully able to enter it, no ſtorm nor tempeſt to pet 


thorow'ir, and thisa!fo my foul hath found in the enioying of it, which 


before I did, it made mz many times to wonder at thoſe ex(p:efſions of 
the ſpiritot God in HZ, 11, where many of the. mighty wonderſall 
miraculous a&sof the Saints are recorded, C 

Now ſweet friend , ſeriouſly medicaienpon theſe my cx trmpore and 
quick lines, in which I have in part ex{prefſed the mighty and power hy] 
works of God, which he hath done for me, and bis wonderfull 1G. ne 
nifeſted by me,and to me, hich £5 forth the greatnefſe of kis pDv-<r,and 


labour in your own ſoul th:tthey +++: y become an intight wi] you in all - 
ſtraits; firongly to depend upon God atone, and tatii nr 1y 22 aS$IC were * 


a bucket to you, to draw uv 2 conftant and ryerlaſting comfort out of that 
wel- ſpring of conſolation, the Lord Jen: 'A h rilt 3 ao {n ny yourhiall 
and tender yeares, hath thus above meaſie Alled my fonle with the mar- 
row of hisfatnes, and the riches of his hid cceafure, which is more niece 
ouithen rabies, and all things elſe that can bedefired; are not to be com- 
A | i -- => pared 


TInnocency and Truth juſtified. I; 
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3 -:- Innocency and Trathquſtified. 

-  - pared totheriches of it, the fruit of which is better then gold, yea then 

. finegold, and the revenues of it then much choice fiiver: Prov,z, 14. 15, 

16. and 8, x1, 19. now therefore, caſt away your weakneffe , which yon 
complain of, and let not your ficknes trouble you, onely beleeve, andall 

things are poflible, and labour throughly to have your ſoul convinced of, 
and fetled in the purity of Gods waigs, in the uprighe walking, inwhich. 

| thereisaboundance ot -peace and comfort,and withall endeavour now,as 

it is your duty.to become(if already you be not) a Citizen of Gods holy 
City, and a viſible member of his-incorporated body, to worthip him in” 

Syon, the beauty of holines, the place of his-promifed preſence , accor- 

- ding tohis laws and ordinances, ina viſible Church, for thatis the place 
in which the Lord doth dwell, and which he hath defired ro dwell in, 
where he hath promiſed to be found, and where the promiſed increaſe of 
grace is to be had, and growth in Godlinefſe,, for then the Lordis in the 
middeft of it, and is a river of pleafure to:make glad this hisCity,ofwhich 
glorious things inthe Scripture are ſpoken of, 7/a/.46.4:5, and 68.16, 

_andg4.7.and $7. 3.132.13.,14.to theend, and 133.3. er. 4,5, The 
tranſcendant glory of this holy Citie, or heavenly 7er#/aters, or ſpiritu« 
all Syor, you ſhall find it deſcribed in 1/460. Rev, 21, thecompleatneſſe, 
ſtate, and matter of which, I have in partmany months agoe deſcribed, 
and illuſtrated in my anſwer to, &,asthereyou may read ; But now [2% 
on the contrary fide, out of this City or holy place, God is dreadfull and - | c% 
cerrible, as the Scripture declareth, P/al, 68. 35. thereforeif you would 
be hid fromthe plague, and ſheltered in ſpiritual peaceable ſecurity, from 
thegreat fform thatis ſhortly like to come and riſe on all the world that 
worlhippeth the Beaſt, in the now pouring out the fixth viall of Gods 
wrath, Kev. 16, then now obey Gods command in ſeparating from all 
falſe and antichriſtian Aſſemblies , Rev, 18.4, andenter into this his 
chamber, and ſhat thedoor of it upon you, and hide your ſelfe as it were 

fora litcle moment, untill the indignation be over- paſſed, P/al.91.1.and. 
| fo forward, //a. 26. 20, for the Lordis the keeper of this his vineyard, 
night and day, that none ſhould hurt it, and the waterer of this his gar= || upon : 
denevery moment, that ſo icmay be fruitful], 7/2.27,3. |  ItheW 

I couldheartily wiſh thit you were acquainted (if you be not already) Þ laidir 

with fome of my loving Brethren , which publiquely profefle the ſame . led by 
truth for which I ſuffer, Lam but acquainted with very few of them,being - || priſor 
never yet in any of their Congregations in England, for theday of my [| aman 
publique ſuffering, wasthe firit time of the manifeſtation of what the | my br 
Lord had revealed to me , and though they be but poore, and the con. || was a 


temptibis | afew? 
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Jaid in Irons, and very weake, having a ſaffe in the one hand , and was 
[ied by my Brother, by the other, up to their chambers , in all my cloſe 
- | priſoned and ficke robes, and when Icamedowne into the aire, | was as 


a man of another world : my firength failing me, and when | came there 
my breath in'4 manner was gone : yet the Lord according to his promiſe 

con. | was a preſent ſtrength, and mouth unto me, andafrer ſome diſcourſe in 
tibis | afew words, having acquainted them ”—_ the unheard of gs = 
arba- 


Iorocenty and trath infifed, bk 


cen | many great ones » Nor many wiſe , are called tothe knowledge of the 
one - | {trath ; but God hath choſen the ignorant, baſe, conterantibletizings of 


ion, | the worid,to communicate his ſecrets unto all, that ſoall the praife and 
as. | glory mighthbe his/1 Cor. x, and Jeſus Chriſt himſelfe gave rhankes to 
ay | his Father, and praiferh him, that he had hid his councells from the wiſe 
ther and prudent of the world, and had revealed them unto babes and ſuck- 
abs - | -lings according to his good pleature.. Cas, rx,25, For ſoit ſeemed 
the | good .beforehim, out of whoſe mouths he hath and will per{e@ kis 
me, | firength, and manifeſt his power, P/al, 8. 2 ,But faith the Warden, whar 
then | fpicit have you chat you candouethis 2 Sir | boaſt and brag of no ſpirit, 
you | only Lay, the Lord hath promiſed to beſtow his holy ſpiric of wiſedom, 
fen« | underſtanding and diſcerning upon all his people, -the which he accoc- 
7 me || ding tothe faithfalneſf: of his promiſe bath given unto me, being one of 
and. | his chofen and redeemed ones : Neither dos I facrifice to my owne net, 
meſk . | or attribute any thing to mine owne praiſe, but give the glory and ho- 
-g0e | nourofall unto God, by whoſe power and ftrength [have ſtood and doe 
efſed | continu? ftanding unto this preſent day. But ſeeing (faith he) you deny 
rof; | their calling, tet me atke you, what calling yon have to doetheſe things 
migg. | Which you doe 2 This is my calling faid I, in at, x0. I read,that Chriſt 
nedy | faid thus to his Diſciples, andinthemto all his people; you ſhall be 
der | brought before Kings and Princesfor ny name fake, and they (hall deli- 
mee, | ver youup unto heir Counſeils, and ſcourge youin their Synagogues, 
ore} | Þut be yeenot afraid, neither take you any thought what you ſhall ay; 
in. for that ſhall be given you inthat houre what you ſhall anſwer, forit is 
with | notycu that ſpeakes, but the ſpirit of your father in you, and I will give 
they. | you ſuch wiſedome, that all your Adverfaries ſhall not be able to gaine- 
ainft | ſay you, Now Sir faid [the Biſhops caft me Tnto priſon for a thing 7 
ong- | wasas cleare of as your ſelfe, or any man in this Chamber, 1 doe proteſſe 
ad if | thewhich I declared before. the honourable Lords at my being before 
and. | themat my centure inthe Star-Chamber, and they innocently delivered 
que- | meup to the Rulers of the land, and brought me before the Nobles and 
Iefice | Peres of the Kingdoree,which made me to claim my intereſt 1a this pro- 
nan; | miſc and ro truſt in God for the making of it good to me in my diſtreſſe, 
a Bi. and his faithtolnefſe 1 found In communicating his ſpeciall aftiſting power 
more | an3 wiſedy,ms nnto me, and by his firength only have / done and faid 
dif. | th+r19hjoh T hove done, and this is my calling which { have to oppoſe 
vhere | fs, a:95 fo defend the truth, But T pray you ſaid he, give me your in- 
is | ter o1-taticp of tne Pofipruce, Sir this is ray interpretation of it which 
Ea chico you already, Then c2i:40510 one of the Prelates Piiefts, wich 
RI ; | G9 whom 


\ 
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20 Innocenry dud Truth juſtified. 


whom he went afide, and betwixt themſelves did-conferr, to whoſe talke- 
7 liftned, and did heare him acquaint him whom 7 was, and what 1 had 
done and ſaid againſt the Biſhops, andas. /thinke,would haye had him to 
have talked with me, at which he looked wiſhfully.on me, and lon him, 
but as 1 iudge his heart and ſpirit was fullof feare and cowardlinefſe, as 
all the r«t of that Fraternity are, which madehim that he durſt nor enter 
the combate with me, though then in regard of my great weakenefſe,and 
the loſſe of the irength of my eye fight, that for many weekes together, 7 
was notableto make uſe of my Bible, and therefore was altogether unks 
at that time to have diſputed, | DO 
That Warden isa fair ſpoken gentleman,and of more humanity in his 
place then the other , Ps as Tunderſtand, is an Uaiverſlity {choflar , In 
which he hath commenced Maſter of Art : ſo Warden 1»gram came to 
me again, and after a little more diſcourſe (he.in words wiſhed it were in 
his power to do.mee any kindnes, proteſting he would do for me what he 
dur{tdo; Ithanked him )and then I took my leave of them both, who ve« 
ry ccurteouſly bid me farewell. but eſpecially the 9chollar,who is the up- 
per Warden, bur yet the other executes the place : this I have ſet down to 


thatend and purpoſe, to-give youtounderftand, that God is able to ma- | 
nifeft his irength in your weaknes , and in the greateſt of your ficknefle, | 


and if hecall youto ſuffer for his ſake, though you in your own eyes be 


never ſo unfit, yet he will make you able and ready (by. laying anſwers of 


wiſdom in your mouth) to reply inan inftant to the wilett and greateftof 
your oppolers : therefore be notafraid of a ſufferingcondition, but yeeld 
obedience to Gods command, inputting your duty in practice, to walke 
uprightly'without carnall feare in all his wajes , neither flumble at: his 


trath for feare of affli&ion, but expeCt and looke for that, for all that will 


live godly in Chriſt Jeſus, muſt ſuffer perſecution ; it isunavoydable, there= 
fore caſt up your account before hand, and the Lord give you the ability 


to play the wiſe Marchant-man,in ſelling all for the parchaſing of the Pearl, 


for it is worth it, neither diftruſt Gods power in prote&ing and keeping 
you, in walking in his pure and naked waies, but eonfidently and firmely 
to beleeve Gods promiſe and faithfullneſſe, and then you hall ſee bewi]1 


work mighty wonders for you a weak woman, as you ſay : Iam gotin- 
to that pleaſant and delightiom diſcourſe with you, my (weet and much 


honoured friend, thac ] can ſcarce tell how todraw toa concluſion with 
you, my ſoul being ſo full of heavenly matter, though I havenot inke to 
write, making uſeof my o@n art and invention , to ſett downe theſe lines 
unto you, nor yet by reaſon of my weaknes, am Iable perteAly to road 

| wm, 


— 


Fnndcency and Prutb juſtified, 2k 
ther, yet could I in a lice time make them ſo large,that 20, ſheets of pa- 
per wouid not hold them, (filled fulj of variety ct {cul experienced and 
comfortable matter) but my Rrength will not ſuffer me to proceed>1 ha- 
ving already gone much beyond it, being exceedingly prefled in my ſpi-' 
rit, to exprefſe a liutle of the greatnesof my ofcCtion and loveunto you, 
in writing theſe tew lines as an anſwer to ycur wellcome and acceptable 
letter, manifeting my heavenly joy and ſweete imprifoned conſolation, 
which youdefireto hear of, though I be not ableto do the like to others 
of my dear and loving friends , whom I know cxpeCt in this manner o | 
hear fiom me; and ] am afraid may take cffence that I donot to them, as 
I have doneto you, but I am not able for all the riches in the world to do 
It, in regard of my bodily weaknes, ouely I verily thinke, the Lord hath 
given me this preſent ſtrength for that ena, to dith up to your ſelte, more 
thenunto others , the dainties that my foule har.quets of : rheretcr:-- © 
knowledging and returning my bumble thanks unto you tur your : 
loviag kindnes already exprefſed towards me in this ny fore etfic 
condition; but eſpecially have I been ingaged to compile :tis wy «xi 
unto you, for thoſe excellencies ſake which I judge God hath befor | 
oh ycu(which you give a large declaration of in your letter)above ti ,.:» 
ſands of your rank ard condition : So remembring my entyreſt love a;:d 
obliged reſpe&s unto your ſelf, though unknown to me what you arc,but 
onely by fight,and a few ſpeeches long ſince had before my keeper,an as 
yet unknown to me where ycu dwell or abide , I commit and commer.d 
you as my own ſoul, to the powerfull proteQticn and ſafe keeping of 7e- 
bivah, the Lord of Hoſts,and our God all-ſufficient, defiring for y cu;that 
he in his naked ſelf,may become a God of fulnes,fatisfaCtion,content and 
delight unto you,and a Gad of that abſtraCt of ſweetnes, which may t:ke 
up all your ſtudy, and the loveof your ſoule,and fill it full of heavenly 
delightin the enjoying of himſelf alone, defaring of you,if fo yon picate, 
and the Lord cffer a fit opportunity to heare again in writing from yen, 
and partake of ſome more of your ſpirituall melodious mirih and re- 
joycing , thiswhich I have ageany ſeene and recetv:d, being; become {0 
delightſome unto me,and fo for the preſent [ conciulc and rett, 

From the Fleet , the place of the ſweeteſt ſpiriruall Your affured loving friend, F: x 
rejoycings, ſoul refreſhings, inward gloryings,hearty thar beau? ics ſike that T pcre 
conſolations,and hearenly comforts,that ever my. ceive to tune in your ſoule © 
inward man was poſlcfior of, or T thinke eyer incloſe boads and tions, » 
fhallſo long as am in this earthly raber- for my publick bearing 


nacle , and houſe of clay, this x1; Wi:ncs t' the pure 
- Moneth called November, truth of God,aud 


_ 


Avuno MDCXXX VII}, cauſe of Teſus 
Etatis ſue 220 Chriſt, 
John Litburne, = Finis, —Fobn Lilburne. 
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